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Forgotten Hero: Michael Davitt and Irish Democracy

This year marks the centenary of the death of 
Michael Davitt, a forgotten hero of Irish history.  
Davitt’s name is etched in popular consciousness as 
the ‘father of the land league’.  That is as it should 
be.  The high point of his career was the sixteen 
months from October 1879 when he masterminded 
the Land War which ultimately destroyed the 
landlord system.  What is less well understood 
is the diversity and significance of Davitt’s wider 
career as a Fenian, Home Ruler, parliamentarian, 
social and educational reformer, labour leader, 
pioneering journalist, inveterate traveller, suffragist 
and feminist and above all,  social democrat.  These 
themes will be explored in a series of lectures 
and panel discussions which will focus also on 
contemporary issues  suggested by Davitt’s career 
such as Republicanism, the Labour Movement, the 
future of Irish agriculture, the Press and Politics, and 
Ireland and the wider world.
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The Parnell Society was established in 1986. 
The aims of the society are as follows: 

*  To stimulate interest in the life, work and 
times of Charles Stewart Parnell and the 
Parnell Family. 

*  To promote Avondale as a centre which would 
reflect Wicklow's historic association with the 
Parnell family. 

*  To explore the relevance of Parnell and the 
politics of his era to modern Ireland.

Commemorating the 
150th anniversary of the birth of 
John Redmond and 
the ninetieth anniversary of the 
Easter Rebellion




